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Mark your Calendars!
April or May 2012 (TBD): Fire Safety Seminar

th

The AGM was held January 30 , 2012 at Louis’
Steakhouse.
In the President’s report, it was noted that the
NCBC hosted more events this year and
encouraged the members to continue the
momentum. A successful recurrent training
seminar & social was held in the spring, the
Crownlines was issued 3 times, and the yearend social & fly day was held out in Sandown.
Many thanks to Mary Anne Stevens and Bill
Whelan for hosting the social events. A need
was noted for a webmaster, and Gary Moreau
has volunteered to assist in this role.
The BOD will work to host a training seminar in
the spring, along with fly days, and an improved
method for contacting crew.

2012 Board of Directors
President:
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Secretary/
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David Lopushinsky
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Laurie Manion
Bill Whelan
Brigitte Johnstone
Gary Moreau

October 20, 2012: Year-End Social and Fly
Day - hosted by Bill Whelan
Club members are encouraged to submit their
ideas for club activities to the web site at
info@ncballoonclub.ca.

The Crownlines
We had a fairly successful year in 2011 with the
Crownlines, with three releases of the newsletter.
We would like to see more contributions from the
members. It will provide a variety and diversity of
information, viewpoints and writing styles. So
please, it needn’t be onerous on you – just submit a
paragraph or two, along with a photograph, if
possible, and we will include it in the newsletter.
You can write about anything – a festival you
attended, a great flight you had, your equipment, or
anything else that comes to mind.
It had been suggested last year that the Crownlines
incorporate member profiles in future issues. We did
not receive any input on this….so the call goes out
again this year. Submit a short paragraph about
how long you’ve been involved with ballooning or
the club, how you got involved, your experiences,
etc. A picture would be lovely, too.
Please send information to Sandra Rolfe at
rolfe_blue_sky@hotmail.com.
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Change of Address
The NCBC Postal Box is now closed.

All memberships and correspondence should
now be sent to:
National Capital Balloon Club
c/o Laurie Manion
Secretary – Treasurer
46 Louis-Saint-Laurent
Gatineau, QC J9H 5K8
P.S. Membership forms are available on the
NCBC website : www.ncballoonclub.ca

Special Thanks
Laurie Manion

When my Dad passed away, the NCBC
generously made a contribution, on his behalf,
to the Canadian Cancer Society. I would like to
share with you the note that my Mom sent to
the NCBC.
“On behalf of myself, our family and especially
Laurie and Gary, please accept our heartfelt
thanks for your kind donation in memory of my
dear husband Jack. We were fortunate to have
had sixty-one wonderful years together.
I hope that your Club continues to flourish and
provide many high flying times to your
members.
UP! UP! and AWAY!
Thanks again,
Sylvia Manion”

For their 50 wedding anniversary, my parents
enjoyed their one and only balloon flight. Allan
MacDonald was their pilot while Bill Whelan and
Diane Casault led the chase crew made up of
several family members. They had a grand time
and good naturedly experienced all the
ballooning traditions!

Departure of the President
of the Gatineau Balloon
Festival
(Translated summary from “La Revue” March 21st
edition – Gatineau’s French newsletter)

After 5 years, as the President of the Gatineau
Balloon Festival, Alain Fredette will officially
announce his departure, at the Annual General
Meeting on March 29th. Also, at that time, his
replacement will be announced.
Although he continues to thoroughly enjoy his
work, Mr. Fredette believes that working for
more than 5 years as the head of any
organization is too long and threatens to stifle
innovation. Therefore, he considers that it’s time
to step down to allow for new blood, new ideas,
and new leadership.
Mr. Fredette is pleased with what was
accomplished during his tenure; primarily to
increase the Festival’s visibility with emphasis
on attracting more people from the English
community. In addition, he’s confident that his
decision to leave will not negatively impact the
Festival’s approaching 25th anniversary as the
majority of the work is already completed.
Even though he is leaving his position with the
Festival, he intends to closely follow its activities
and enjoy the festivities as a member of the
public.
Submitted by Laurie Manion
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Winter Crew Day
Sandra Rolfe

After two very successful winter flights, the weather
again looked good for a flight – just not of the record
breaking kind – so Bill decided to have a fun flight
and invite crew along for the ride.
Lynne Deachman came out for the evening, and
Rick came up from Norfolk with his friend, Faye, and
his grandson, Seth. Lynne and Keelan O’Flaherty
also drove up from Cornwall. And, Stephane (the
pellet stove guy) also came out from Gatineau –
double trouble – a balloon flight and fixing the pellet
stove in the shop. Bill was not going to let him
escape before fixing that stove!
We decided to fly the Patriotic and make a
passenger exchange so that everyone could get in
the air, and also have time in the truck to stay warm
or warm up, whatever the case may be.
Launching was a little on the interesting side. The
launch site was a little icy – poor guy on the crown
line! And, the wind changed direction and shifted the
balloon over. The weather was still okay for a flight
– so Bill launched first with Faye, Stephane, and
Seth in the basket.

First, though, I had returned to the shop to get the
toboggan that we would need for retrieval. We
caught up with the balloon a few concession roads
away. Rick was already on the chase, so he tucked
in behind us and we lead the way.
We stopped for a while to watch the balloon. Bill and
I talked about the only PZ in our area being in his
flight path, and his plan to increase his altitude to fly
high over that area.
Then I got a radio message from Bill - “Go see Rick”
who was chasing behind us, also stopped on the
shoulder. As I had been inching forward, there was
a sizeable gap between us so I had to go back to
him to find out what the cryptic message was about.
Seems Rick had pulled over a little too far on the
shoulder, and his right front tire was stuck in the
snow on a steep drop-off into the ditch. His lovely
new truck is equipped with airbags that deploy and
protect the passengers on a rollover, and the alarms
were going off indicating that the tilt of the truck was
approaching the “deployment zone”. With the truck
being so new, Rick didn’t know how to turn off the
alarms!
Lynne D. hopped in our truck – I guess the tilting of
the truck, the alarms blaring, and the threat of
airbags was a little disconcerting! Luckily Rick is
well-prepared and equipped with a tow rope. We
pulled him to level safety (way to go Dodge!). Then,
as we began the chase again, we realized we
couldn’t leave Rick alone with no radios, so Lynne
D., somewhat reluctantly, hopped back in with Rick
(good sport that she is)!
Beautiful day, but as it turned out there was a low
level layer of faster winds which prevented Bill from
landing for a passenger exchange. The chase
continued through the countryside. As if to
antagonize Rick even more, we had to take a few
dirt roads to keep up with the balloon. His truck was
a little less pristine at the end of the chase! All that
mud looks good on a Toyota!

Seth and Fay enjoying the flight

We ended up with two chase vehicles. Rick and
Lynne D., in his lovely new clean red truck (a
Toyota). And me, chasing in Bill’s red truck (a
Dodge Ram!), with Lynne and Keelan along for the
ride. A set of matching red trucks for the chase!

Bill found a great place to land - a mostly hard
packed and ice covered field making retrieval easy.
Breakfast at Herb’s topped off a great morning.
Faye and Stephane could not stop gushing over the
flight. Seth took some great pictures and videos on
his phone and shared them with us while waiting for
his food to arrive.
Thank you to everyone who came out – it was a fun
day!
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Spring Flight Prep
Bill Whelan

The snow left us in early March and since then we
have been enjoying spring-like weather, and I am
hearing everyone is anxious to get out and touch
the sky.
First of all, let’s make sure your balloon is up to date
with its annual (or 100 hour) inspection. Even if the
inspection only comes due later in the year, you
should still take out your equipment and visually
inspect it. Let’s make sure the mice have NOT been
at balloon fabric. All that fabric tends to make for a
comfy home during the winter! If you see mouse
droppings in the top of the bag, then a thorough
inspection needs to take place before you launch. If
the mice were at your balloon envelope, recheck all
those fuel lines, too. Make sure the mice were not
nibbling on those as well.
Take a close look at the burners. When was the last
time you used your system? Did you know that
spiders love methyl mercaptan, that lovely smell that
is added in propane so we know it is not leaking? If
you have liquid pilot lights, make sure everything is
working before you show up at the field.
Check your paperwork is in order: insurance,
Transport Canada Annual Airworthiness Report,
recurrent training, etc. Are you registered with
NCBC or CBA and have your TC number for the
tanks?

If you use a trailer, check out the lighting system
and ensure all is working. Moisture and dust wreak
havoc on trailer wiring. It might not always be the
trailer that is at fault - Sandra had to have a fuse
replaced on her truck last year. Check the wiring to
see if it needs to be replaced or re-taped. After a
year of travelling on dusty roads you sometimes
need to repair a few things.
It may be a good time to check your spare tires on
both your truck and trailer. Make sure it is up to
pressure and ready for service in case you need it.
There is nothing worse than going to the spare and
finding it is not serviceable.
In terms of the in-basket equipment, check to make
sure you have all your wrenches, sparkers, dropline, first-aid kit, tie-off, fire extinguisher, etc.
Start your fan. It has likely been sitting idle all
winter. Make sure it starts before you get to the field
and find you your arms tire out before the flap
inflation is done!
Now it’s time to pack the refreshments and get in
the air. Remember it has been a few months since
your last flight, so take your time and enjoy the
flight. Watch out for soft wet ground and make sure
you have landowner permission before entering the
field. Early in the season, be prepared to walk your
equipment out if necessary especially if the soft
ground isn’t conducive to driving your vehicle into
the field.
Soft landings and gentle breeze’s to every one for
2012!

Flight Crew Recency Requirements
Self-Paced Study Program
Valid from November 1, 2011, to October
31, 2012.
Website:
http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/civilaviation/public
ations/tp185-4-2011-self-paced-study6175.htm

Spring Cleaning
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Weather Forecasting
Sandra Rolfe

Throughout the winter, I spend an inordinate amount of time trying to forecast the weather, seemingly
more time than in the summer! This year, I discovered two websites that were quite useful, and I
thought I would share them with you.
The problems that I face in forecasting weather for the record attempts are numerous. I need to
forecast the weather days or weeks ahead of time to start getting a sense of what type of flight might
be possible – distance, altitude, or duration. I need to know the wind direction and speed,
temperatures, etc, on the surface and at upper levels. Most weather information sources that I use in
the summer are more near term and don’t give me much information more than a few days out at best,
and the farther out the forecast, the less information is provided.
The first site that I found is WeatherSpark (www.weatherspark.com). A lovely visual site, I must say.
Once you get past the first page where you enter the location for which you want the information, you
get to a page as shown below. The screen is divisible in two sections: one is a radar screen of current
weather, the second is a past/present/future screen.

Time of radar
picture

Begin radar
sequence

Set the temperature to display in
degrees F or C, sometimes hidden by
search bar. You can also set the
defaults for wind speed, pressure etc,
using the down arrow.

Move your cursor to
get cross hairs on
wind direction arrow
to get numerical
display with speed

Choose forecast model,
use WXC or WWO)

Choose what information
to display in graphs

Use arrow to
advance in future,
up to two weeks!
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I advise that you set the site to use either the WWO or WXC forecast models, as NOAA is only for US
locations, and met.no is from Norway and, in my humble opinion, may be too far away from us to be
useful. Remember that forecast models are only that – models. They do not reflect reality, but rather
the programs/rules that they were created with. You will find different models give different forecasts.
You have to “amalgamate” the information as best you can and determine what you think will actually
happen.
I use WeatherSpark for forecasting out many days. I can see the wind direction and speed, along with
temperature. It gives me a heads up if next week or next weekend there is a really cold spell coming
that might be conducive to a record flight. And, if you are a history buff, you can look at historical
weather for the location you have entered.
While WeatherSpark was interesting, it does not give me winds aloft or tell me if there will be a
temperature inversion (which affected us on both flights this year). Another site that I discovered is
SpotWx (www.spotwx.com). It is run by a guy out in Winnipeg who puts the site together on his own
server, so sometimes it is not available. The interesting thing about this site is it gives me information
on the winds and temperatures aloft for about 6 days out, with great detail. I have conversed with the
developer, and he actually added some information that helped me.
Once you put in the location for which you want a forecast, it returns with a set of tables that you can
choose for various forecast windows. The helpful thing is it tells you in the title which forecast model it
is using and shows on the map to the right what the region associated with that forecast model is.
When you go into the actual forecast model, there are a number of graphs that have some selectable
features.
The two graphs that were particularly useful to me, and for which I could not get information elsewhere,
was the temperature and wind speed graphs. On the
temperature graph, I found that I was able to select
the surface temperature as well as the temperature at
850mb (approx 5,000 ft). This could tell me about
temperature inversions, so I can know if I am gaining
or losing lift capacity with altitude.

The second graph that was particularly interesting
to me was the wind speed chart. Here there are
options to show the wind speed at 925mb (~2,000
ft), and 850mb (~5,000 ft). This helps me plan the
direction of flight over the planned flight window.
Play around with the sites and see what you think of them. And, send me an e-mail to let me know your
experience with the sites and how accurate they are for your flights. I can’t vouch for their accuracy,
but these are more tools to add to your toolbox for forecasting.
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Trailers – Open Doors!

A lonely trailer?
A hostile takeover?

A lonely envelope!

Sun bathing?

A softer touch?

Many of our trailers
have been closed for
the season.

A lonely basket?

One sunny Easter
Sunday, we paid a
visit to the winter
storage sites to see
how they were doing.
Recognize
yourselves?

Loaded and ready to go!
Ready for loading!
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Trailer Envy?

A sign of the times???

Ahh……the warm sunshine on
my wicker…..

Can you
guess whose
trailer this is?

A cozy relationship!
Nreal Safy???? Is that code???

Prepared for anything!

What???? Some empty space!

Crownlines

2012 Festivals
Jamesville Balloon Fest
June 8 -10, 2012
Website: http://www.syracuseballoonfest.com/

Kinsmen Cornwall Lift-Off
July 12 - 15, 2012
Website: www.lift-off.ca/

Festivent (Quebec City)
August 1 - 5, 2012
Website: festivent.net/fr/Accueil/

International Balloon Festival of
St-Jean-sur-Richelieu
August 11 - 19, 2012
Website:
www.ballooncanada.com/index.php/en/

Crown of Maine Balloon Festival
August 23 - 26, 2012
Website:
http://www.crownofmaineballoonfest.org/

Fesitval de montgolfieres de Gatineau
August 31 - September 3, 2012
Website : www.montgolfieresgatineau.com

Atlantic International Balloon Festival
September 7 - 9, 2012
Website:
www.atlanticballoonfiesta.ca/
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Adirondack Balloon Festival
Glens Falls, New York, USA
September 21 - 23, 2012
Website :
http://www.adirondackballoonfestival.com/
20th 2012 FAI Hot Air Balloon Championship
Battle Creek, Michigan, USA
August 17 - 25, 2012
Website : http://www.balloonworlds2012.com/

If you attend any festivals or
have an amazing flight, drop us a
line and share the experience!

Publishing Information
The Crownlines is published on an ad-hoc basis
as determined by volunteer effort, spirit, and
content contributions. If you want it published
more often – submit content! Submissions for
The Crownlines are preferred by email to Sandra.
Photos, articles,
and ideas are always welcome. Information may
be mailed to the NCBC address (see membership
info), or can be given to any member of the
Board or directly to Sandra.
The National Capital Balloon Club publishes this
newsletter for its members and interested parties.
Portions (with the express exception of the
membership list) of this newsletter may be
reprinted, with prior permission, and if credit is
given to the writer and to NCBC. The opinions
expressed are not necessarily those of the
organization or members of this organization.
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Website
The site is now available but requires work on
specific pages. Posting options will be
examined along with possible privacy of
information issues and a process will be
established for public and member access.
Suggestions and help are always
appreciated. Please contact your board
members with suggestions or offers of
assistance.

Reminders

Membership
Renewal

Your 2012 NCBC membership fees are now
due. Rates remain the same:
Crew - $20
Pilot - $30
Family - $40
Corporate - $100

Please check your e-mail system or junk mail
folder to ensure that e-mails from the board at
info@ncballoonclub.ca are getting through.
The club address receives several bounce
backs on group e-mails and QuickReleases, so
it is possible your spam filters or e-mail
providers are blocking these legitimate e-mails
from reaching you.
Also, please read the messages in full as
several ask that you do not reply to the e-mail
but send an answer elsewhere.
Th

nk you!

Please remind your friends/peers/crew to
renew their membership. As you can see,
the membership list is significantly smaller
– so there are a few people who may have
forgotten to renew their membership.
The enclosed membership form can be filled
out in full (i.e. don’t write “same” for all the info)
and mailed to:

National Capital Balloon Club
c/o Laurie Manion
Secretary – Treasurer
46 Louis-Saint-Laurent
Gatineau, QC
J9H 5K8

